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Sydney is changing. It is growing, densifying 

and expanding. This McCrindle Research study 

surveyed 1,007 Sydneysiders in August of 2015 on 

their attitudes and sentiments towards the future of 

Sydney with regards to current population size and 

growth, infrastructure, planning, the house price 

boom and challenges moving forward.

T h e  f u t u r e  o f  S y d n e y  r e p o r t

D E M O G R A P H I C  S N A P S H O T

Sydney Australia

Population 4.9 million 24.9 million

Median Age 36 37

Average annual growth rate 1.8% 1.4%

Born overseas 40% 30%

At least one parent born overseas 61% 46%

Live in medium / high density housing 40% 25%

Detached home Medium density High density Medium & high 
density combined

Australia 76% 10% 14% 24%

Sydney 61% 13% 26% 39%

Sydney is Australia’s largest city, and home to more 

than 1 in 5 Australians. More people live in Sydney 

than in the whole country of New Zealand, and 

its population is larger than the whole of Australia 

was a century ago. In addition to being Australia’s 

largest city, it is also the most culturally diverse with 

2 in 5 Sydneysiders born overseas. While European 

settlement of Australia began in Sydney, the city now 

has connections closer to the region with 6 of the top 

10 countries of birth of Sydneysiders born overseas 

being located in Asia.

1 in 5 Australians live in Sydney
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% of state population living in capital city

63% of the current New South Wales population is 

living in Sydney, compared to 48% of Queensland’s 

population that lives in Brisbane.

By 2030, the population of Greater Western Sydney 

will be larger than the rest of Sydney, at almost 3 

million.

Western Sydney is growing faster than the rest of 

Sydney currently, and the total population of the 

areas that comprise greater western Sydney (2.3 

million) is larger than the nations of Fiji, Luxemburg, 

Iceland, Vanuatu, Samoa, Tonga, Greenland, 

Lichtenstein and Nauru combined! 

S Y D N E Y ’ S  S I Z E

Sydney is Australia’s largest city and was the first to 

hit 2 million, which it reached in 1959, followed by 

Melbourne in 1975, Brisbane in 2008 and Perth in 

2014. 

Based on current growth trends, Sydney will reach 

a population of 8 million in 2055, the same year 

that Australia’s 5th largest city Adelaide reaches a 

population of 2 million. In fact Sydney adds 1,400 

people every 6 days which is more than the entire 

state of Tasmania adds in a year.

While Sydney will hit the 5 million milestone in the 

next year and 8 million in 2025, more than a third 

of Sydneysiders (37%) currently think that Sydney’s 

population is 3 million or less. Only one third of 

Sydneysiders (35%) correctly identify Sydney’s 

population as being close to 5 million.
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S Y D N E Y ’ S  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

More than 4 in 5 Sydneysiders believe that the public 

transport, roads, hospitals and infrastructure is not 

keeping up with the population growth, with almost 

half (47%) saying it is nowhere near keeping up. Just 

1 in 5 (18%) say that the infrastructure development is 

keeping up with the population growth.
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Q.  What do you think the population of Sydney is closest to?

47%

35%

15%

3%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

Nowhere near keeping up

Not quite keeping up

Basically keeping up

Well and truly keeping up

Q.  In your opinion, to what extent is the public transport, roads, 
hospitals and infrastructure at the moment keeping up with 

Sydney's population growth?
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S Y D N E Y ’ S  H O U S E  P R I C E  B O O M

While Sydneysiders experience higher wages than 

the Australian average, the wage growth has not 

been keeping up with the house price growth. Four 

decades ago the average Sydney house price was 

5 times the average annual full time earnings. Two 

decades later, house prices had outstripped earnings 

to be 6 times annual wages. Such has been the 

house price boom that today the average Sydney 

house price is more than 13 times the average annual 

full time earnings of $77,000. 

Sydneysiders don’t believe the current house price 

growth is being driven by first home buyers or 

owner occupiers, but rather by investors. 2 in 5 (41%) 

Sydneysiders say that Australian property investors 

are driving the current house price boom, while 81% 

say that it is overseas property investors that are key 

to the price increases.

S Y D N E Y ’ S  C H A L L E N G E S

Clearly Sydney is an expensive place to live, and 

when Sydneysiders were asked what the greatest 

challenges of Sydney are, the top 2 responses 

were the cost of living (73%) and the cost of housing 

(59%). The third biggest challenge is the traffic and 

commute times (52%) followed by job / employment 

challenges (29%) and the pace and stress of life 

(29%).

Top 5 challenges for respondents living in Sydney:

1. Cost of living (73%)

2. Cost of housing (59%)

3. Traffic and commute times (52%)

4. Job / employment (29%)

5. Pace and stress of life (29%)

81%

43%

41%

12%

9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Overseas property investors

Local buyers with overseas
connections / money

Australian property investors

Self managed super funds

Owner occupiers

Q.  Of the following, which do you think are the key factors driving 
Sydney's current house price boom? Please select all that apply.
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These challenges for Sydneysiders are such that 
more than two thirds of local residents (66%) have 
considered moving out Sydney, with a quarter of 
all Sydneysiders (23%) saying they have seriously 
considered it.

The latest demographic data from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics quantifies this by showing 
that Melbourne is now Australia’s fastest growing 
city, exceeding Sydney’s growth by more than 
10,000 people per annum, and while Victoria and 

Queensland have consistently been experiencing 
net interstate migration gains for the last decades, 
New South Wales has over the same period been 
losing more people to other states than it has been 
gaining from other states.

Of the Eastern States, Victoria had a net interstate 
gain of 9,336 last year, Queensland’s gain was 5,598, 
while New South Wales over the same period had a 
net loss of 5,572.

23%

21%

22%

34%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

Yes I've seriously considered it

Yes I've somewhat considered it

Yes I've slightly considered it

No I have not at all considered it

Q.  Have you considered moving out of Sydney because of the 
cost of living, pace of life or traffic and travel times?
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S Y D N E Y ’ S  S E N T I M E N T

Sydney residents are not convinced about the 

direction in which their lifestyle is headed. Less than 

1 in 6 (17%) say that Sydney is better than it was 5 

years ago and will be even better in 5 years’ time. 

Overall, Sydney residents are pessimistic about the 

current realities and future forecasts. Almost two 

thirds (64%) say that Sydney is worse than it as 5 year 

ago, with an even larger percentage (66%) believing 

that it will be worse in 5 years’ time. In fact half of all 

Sydneysiders (50%) say that Sydney is worse than 5 

years ago and will be even worse in 5 years’ time. 

F R O M  S E A  C H A N G E  A N D  T R E E  C H A N G E  T O  C I T Y  C H A N G E

When Sydneysiders are considering exiting Sydney, 

a quarter of them are looking at a sea change or 

tree change within New South Wales, with another 1 

in 20 (5%) considering moving to a rural or regional 

area interstate. However, more than half of all the 

would-be leavers (53%) are happy with city living, just 

not the Sydney life and are looking for another city 

interstate (32%) or in New South Wales (21%). 

14%

32%

21%

5%

25%

3%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Overseas

Another city interstate

Another city in NSW

A rural/regional area interstate

A rural/regional area in NSW

Other (please specify)

Q.  If you were to move, where would you be most likely to move to?

NOW FUTURE

Expectant Optimists

Cautious Reflectors

Hopeful Rebounders

Concerned Pessimists

Sydney is better now than
it was 5 years ago and it will
be even better in 5 years time

Sydney is better now than
it was 5 years ago but it will
be worse in 5 years time

Sydney is worse now than
it was 5 years ago but it will
be better in 5 years time

Sydney is worse now than
it was 5 years ago and it will
be even worse in 5 years time

17%

17%

14%

52%

% of Sydney residents
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This survey # This survey % National % of population aged 18+

G E N D E R

Male 501 50% 50%

Female 506 40% 50%

TOTAL 1,007 100% 100%

A G E

18-20 46 5% GEN Z 5%

21-35 283 28% GEN Y 28%

36-50 264 26% GEN X  26%

51-69 291 29% BOOMERS 29%

70+ 123 12% BUILDERS 12%

TOTAL 1,007 100% 100%

S t u d y  d e m o g r a p h i c s

Sources: McCrindle Research, ABS

About this Study: This research was conducted by 

McCrindle Research in August 2015 based on a study 

of 1,007 Sydney respondents.
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STRATEGY
Engaging communities,
advising organisations

FORECASTS
Understanding the times,

tracking the trends

RESEARCH
Insightful research,

innovative communications

WHAT WE DO

RESEARCH VISUALISATION

PRESENTATIONS

Whether you are looking for a keynote address at a national 

conference, an onsite professional development workshop, or 

a strategy briefing for senior leaders, our presenters deliver 

research-based content in an engaging and practical way.

Conference keynotes

Training workshops

PD sessions

Executive briefings

Launch events

Research presentations

At McCrindle, we’re visual translators, 

we’re information designers, we’re 

research communicators. To get cut 

through in these message saturated 

times, it’s essential that messages 

are presented in engaging and visual 

ways. From A5 infographics to data 

animations, digital output and visual 

reports, we present research you can 

see.
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SOME OF OUR RECENT CLIENTS

GEOMAPPING
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F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N

T  +61  2  8824 3422       E  i nfo@mccr indle .com.au       W  mccr indle .com.au

@McCrindleRsrch youtube.com
/mccrindleresearch

facebook.com
/mccrindleresearch

linkedin.com/company
/mccrindle-research

F O R  M O R E  G R E A T  C O N T E N T  &  R E S O U R C E S

blog.mccr indle .com.au
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